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ICTs and the SDGs
“The spread of information and communication technology and global
interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the
digital divide and to develop knowledge societies, as does scientific and technological
innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and energy”. Agenda for Sustainable
Development (Paragraph 15)

ICTs are catalytic drivers to enable the achievement
of all the SDGs
Specifically referenced in the SDG targets:
 SDG4 Quality Education (4b)
 SDG5 Gender Equality (5b)
 SDG9 Industry, innovation and Infrastructure (9c)
 SDG 17 Partnerships for the Goals (17.8, as a means of
implementation)

Impact on GDP of 1 per cent increase in independent
variable (2004‐2015)

The study also shows that the economic impact of digitization is higher than the one from fixed broadband and
similar to mobile broadband and also higher on more advanced countries. It also recognizes that the digital
ecosystem has an economic impact on productivity.
Source: ITU
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10 MBPS Broadband : Legal right in UK from 2020
1 MBPS Broadband : Legal right in Finland 2010

We are sitting on an opportunity curve in this digital society..
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IMT 2020 : 5G and beyond….
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32 UN Agencies (May 2018)
35 innovative project proposals leveraging the power of ICT

ITU‐WHO : ICTs for better health outcomes :
e Health (SDG 3)

mDiabetes
mCessation
mSmartlife

Be He@lthy Be Mobile:
Scaling up Digital
Health Globally

mHypertension
mCervicalCancer
mAgeing
mTuberculosis_Tobacco
…….

ITU- WHO FG-AI4H (July 2018)
Standardized assessment framework for the
evaluation of AI-based methods for health,
diagnosis, triage or treatment decisions.

India , Philippines : mCessation

Thailand : Planned BHBM Initiative with WHO

ITU‐FAO: Cooperation in E‐agriculture
FAO‐ITU National E‐Agriculture Strategy / Solutions
• 2015‐2016: Bhutan and Sri Lanka
• 2016‐2017: Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Afghanistan
• 2018: Pakistan
E‐AGRICULTURE
IN ACTION:
BLOCKCHAIN
FOR
AGRICULTURE
OPPORTUNITIES
AND
CHALLENGES

15‐17 Nov 2018, Nanjing, China

Digital Financial Services – Asia‐Pacific
Mongolia (2017)
Digital Financial Services (DFS) and Digital Financial Inclusion (DFI)
Ecosystem in Mongolia: A study with focus on cross‐sectoral policy and
regulatory collaboration

China (2018‐2020)
Cooperation with World Bank as well as Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation as part of FIGI project

India (2018)
Capacity building on Understanding Digital Payments

Thailand (2018)

Best Practice Guidelines on Collaborative
Regulation for Digital Financial Inclusion
(2016)
Focus Group Digital Financial Services (FG
DFS)
(2014‐2016)
Focus Group on Digital Currency including
Digital Fiat Currency (FG DFC)

Regional training on Distributed Ledger Technologies

Focus Group on Application of Distributed
Ledger Technology (FG DLT)

Ongoing discussions during various regional forums, e.g. ITU Regional
Development Forum 2018 (Bangkok)‐ Thank UNCDF to share
experience in 2018

FIGI Project (ITU, World Bank, Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation)
ITU activities global (examples)
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DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
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innovation and progress

ICT Development Index : Asia‐Pacific

Objectives of the project (1)
Prepare draft five year strategic plan and the annual program/budget template for the
NTA
The strategic plan and budget shall be developed in respect of
• The Need for clear division of responsibilities
• The Ministry should generally have overall responsibility
• The regulator will have a range of responsibilities and be independent to the
extent possible
• The weight of principles of effective regulation
• Nepal’s existing law and key regulations
• Key future issues driving laws and regulation

Objectives of the project (2)
Training Module
• Build capacity of NTA to set, formulate, and carry out an annual program to meet the
vision, mission and goal of the organization;
• Develop capacity of employee of the NTA to formulate short term, medium term and long
term projects related to the regulation of telecommunications with a plan, strategies and
expected outcomes to meet the vision, mission and goal of the organization;
• Enhance capacity of employee of NTA to set criteria for monitoring/analyzing projects;
• Develop capacity of employee for decision making considering international best
practices;
• Build the capacity of the employee to use tools and techniques to improve the
work/organizational efficiency;

Project Deliverables
Concrete deliverables for the ITU/ Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications:
1.

Training module taking into account 1‐5 above along Group exercises

2.

Slides for training workshop

3.

Draft five years strategic plan

4.

Annual program/budget template

5.

Mission Report containing summary of key observations during the mission and next steps.

Broadband Commission for SDG 2025 Targets
1. By 2025, all countries should
have
a
funded
national
broadband plan or strategy, or
include broadband in their
universal access and services
definition.
2. By 2025, entry-level broadband
services
should
be
made
affordable
in
developing
countries, at less than 2% of
monthly gross national income
per capita.
3. By 2025 broadband-Internet user
penetration should reach:
a) 75% worldwide
b) 65% in developing countries
c) 35% in LDCs

4. By 2025, 60% of youth and
adults should have achieved at
least a minimum level of
proficiency in sustainable digital
skills.
5. By 2025, 40% of the world's
population should be using
digital financial services.
6. By 2025, un-connectedness of
Micro-, Small- and Medium-sized
Enterprises should be reduced
by 50%, by sector.
7. By 2025, gender equality should
be achieved across all targets

Strategic Plan
ITU‐D Contribution to the Draft Strategic Plan 2020‐2023
OBJECTIVE D.1: Coordination: Foster
international cooperation and agreement
on telecommunication/ICT development
issues

D.1‐1: Enhanced review and increased level
of agreement on the draft ITU‐D contribution
to the draft ITU strategic plan, the WTDC
Declaration, and the WTDC Action Plan
D.1‐2: Assessment of the implementation
of the Action Plan and of the WSIS Plan of
Action.
D.1‐3: Enhanced knowledge‐ sharing,
dialogue and partnership among the ITU
membership on telecomm./ICT issues.
D.1‐4: Enhanced process and
implementation of telecommunication
/ICT development projects and regional
initiatives.
D.1‐5: Facilitation of agreement to cooperate
on telecomm./ICT development programmes
between Member States, and other
stakeholders in the ICT ecosystem, based on
requests from ITU Member States involved

OBJECTIVE D.2: Modern and secure
telecommunication/ICT
Infrastructure: Foster the development of
infrastructure and services, including
building confidence and security in the
use of telecommunications/ICTs

OBJECTIVE D.3: Enabling Environment:
Foster an enabling policy and regulatory
environment conducive to sustainable
telecommunication/ICT development

OBJECTIVE D.4: Inclusive Digital Society:
Foster the development and use of
telecommunications/ICTs and applications
to empower people and societies for
socioeconomic development and
environmental protection

D.2‐1: Enhanced capacity of the ITU
membership to make available resilient
telecommunication/lCT infrastructure and
services.

D.3‐1: Strengthened capacity of Member
States to enhance their policy, legal and
regulatory frameworks conducive to
development of telecomm.lCTs.

D‐4‐1: Improved access to and use of
telecomm./ICT in LDCs, SIDs and LLDCs
and countries with economies in
transition.

D.2‐2: Strengthened Capacity of Member
States to effectively share info., find
solutions, & respond to cyber threats &
develop national cyber security strategies
& capabilities.

D3‐2: Strengthened capacity of Member
States to produce high‐quality,
internationally comparable ICT statistics

D.2‐3: Strengthened capacity of Member
states to use telecomm./ICT for disaster
risk reduction and emergency
telecommunications.

D.3‐3: improved human and institutional
capacity of ITU Membership to tap into
the full potential of telecomm./ICTs.

D.3‐4: Strengthened capacity of ITU
Membership to integrate telecomm./ICT
innovation in national development
agendas

D.4‐2: Improved capacity of ITU
Membership to accelerate economic
&social dev. by leveraging& using new
technologies &telecomm./ICT services &
applications
D.4‐3: Strengthened capacity of ITU
Membership to develop strategies,
policies and practices for digital
inclusion.
D.4‐4:Enhanced capacity of ITU
Membership to develop ICT strategies
and solutions on climate‐change
adaptation and mitigation.

Methodologies
Assessment of Strategic Approaches
Regionally and in Nepal
•

•

Data input from stakeholders and
NTA (due mid October)

Input from local expert, Mr Kabi Raj

• Assess strategic plans regionally and in
Nepal
• Review and examine all related reports
• Articulate key policy and regulatory
approaches
• Analyze possible strategic approaches

Strategic Advice
• Develop strategic plan for NTA

Key Outputs
• Draft five years strategic plan
• Annual program/budget template
• Mission Report containing
summary of key observations
during the mission and next steps.

Project Timeline
October- November 2017
Weeks

1-2

3-4

Mission to Nepal
Data input for key stakeholders*
Assessment of strategic approaches regionally and
in Nepal
Internal Workshop
Draft five year strategic plan and annual
program/budget template

Mission Report: summary of key observations
during the mission and next steps

*Note: Input will be due mid-October 2018
In Country visit 29 Oct – 2 Nov 2018

Workshop -

Deliverables -
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