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TheNational Broadcasting Act, 1993

Date of Authentication and Publication
2050.2.27.4 ( 9 June 1993)

Amendments,
1. Communication Related Some Nepal Acts 2057810.1
(Amendment) Act, 2057 (2001) (31 Jan. 2001)
2. Provisions of Some Nepal Acts Revival Act, 20623
2063 (2006) (8 Aug. 2006)
3. Republic Strengthening and Some Nepal 2068-1
Laws Amendment Act, 2066 (2010) (21 Jan. 2010)

Act Number 6 of the Year 2049 (1993)

An Act madeto providefor national broadcasting

Preamble: Whereas, in order to protect and promote thedfree of
expression and the right to be informed guaranteethe people by the

Constitution and to raise public awareness also thrdingtional language

by creating an environment of equality, mutual gdaith, and harmony

amongst all the tribes, languages, classes, regiand religious

1

Amended by the Republic Strengthening and SonmiNeaws Amendment Act, 2066
Amended by the Republic Strengthening and SomelNewpas Amendment Act, 2066
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denominations by imparting economic, social anducal activities of the

country to the people through the broadcastingesyst

Whereas, it is expedient to make legal provisions the
broadcasting, without any obstruction, of the flovinformation in order
that the general public get informed about impads well as authentic
news and information taking place at the national imternational level, by
making the broadcasting media reliable, effectind atrong, with the use
of modern technology available in the field of imfation and

communications;

Now, therefore, be it enacted by Parliament in Tixenty-Second

year of the reign of His Majesty the King Birend8a Bikram Shah Dev.

1. Short title and commencement: (1) This Act may be called as
the "National Broadcasting Act, 2049 (1993)"

(2) This Act shall come into immediately.

2. Definitions : Unless the subject or the conttkierwise requires, in
this Act, -

(a)  "Broadcasting " means the radio communicasemnvice to be
so sent through signal, sound, image, picture roilai other

way that the general public may get information.

(b)  "Programme" means any kind of Programme tdrioadcast

through audio or audio-visual means.

(c) "Frequency modulation broadcasting system" rsean

broadcasting made for the radiar televisiontechnology, by

®  Revived by the Provisions of Some Nepal Acts Ralvict, 2063
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a broadcasting institution through the prescribednnel by

using the frequency modulation broadcasting system.

(d)  "License" means the broadcasting license to issied
pursuant to Section 6 for broadcasting any Prograronthe
license to be issued for broadcasting by establgstthe

frequency modulation broadcasting system.

(e) "Broadcasting institution" means a person @dybcorporate
having obtained the license to broadcast Programmesr
this Act.

()] "Satellite" means the satellite placed in #pace in order to
obtain various broadcasting materials (signalsyerd them

elsewhere.

(gy "Cable" means the technology by which broatings
materials (signals) are sent to various custonmesnbers or

consumers by wire from any certain broadcastintgpsta

(h)  "Earth station” means a station to be estadtisin the earth
surface in order to exchange broadcasting Programme

through satellite.

Q) "Broadcaster" means a person reading out grerome to be
broadcasted by a broadcasting institution, andtdris1 also
includes a person who composes and edits suchdPnoge.

(), "Prescribed” or “as prescribed" means presibor as

prescribed in the Rules framed under this Act.

3. Supervision and operation of Programmes rdating to

broadcasting: Government of Nepal shall have the powers to
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formulate policies on supervision and operation Pobgrammes

4, Prohibition on broadcasting without license: No one shall

broadcast any Programme without obtaining the $egpursuant to
this Act.

5. Application for_license: Any person or body corporate who

intends to broadcast any Programme by way of #atettable or
other means of communication or to broadcast anycawnal
(didactic), entertaining and informative Programrbgsstablishing
the frequency modulation broadcasting system in @lage within
............. Nepal shall submit to Government epldl an application

in such format and accompanied by such fee asnivesic

6. | ssuance of license: Upon receipt of an application as referred to i

>

Section 5, Government of Nepal may, holding neagssguiry into
the application, issue the license, in the presdriformat, for
broadcasting a Programme, subject to observantleeopbrescribed

terms.

7. Powers to prevent broadcagting: Taking into account of the

nation and national interest, Government of Nepalymby a
notification published in the Nepal Gazette, prévamy Programme
pertaining to any particular subject, event or afean being
broadcast by a broadcasting institution, for aqukmot exceeding

six months at a time.

8. Power to cancel license of broadcasting institution: (1) If, any

broadcasting institution broadcasts any Progranmmsomtravention

4 Omitted by the Republic Strengthening and SomeaNeaws Amendment Act, 2066
° Omitted by the Republic Strengthening and SomeaNeaws Amendment Act, 2066
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10.

of this Act or the Rules framed hereunder, Govemtnad Nepal

may cancel the license obtained by such broadcpaststitution.

(2) Prior to cancellation of the license under Sabtion (1),
Government of Nepal shall give a reasonable oppiytio such

broadcasting institution to defend itself.

Special provisons on establishment of earth station: (1) Any

person or corporate bod)?pr a native and foreign person or

corporate body in joint investmenivho intends to broadcast any

Programme by establishing the earth station rejatnsatellite and
cable television, has to submit an application ve&enment of

Nepal for permission.

(2) Upon receipt of an application referred to ub-section
(1), Government of Nepal may, if, following necegsmquiry into
that application, it deems reasonable to give pesion to the
applicant to broadcast any Programme by estabgshie earth
station relating to satellite and cable televisissue permission, as
prescribed, to broadcast the prescribed Programmatsject to

observance of the prescribed terms.

(3) Other provisions on the establishment of thehestation

and broadcasting shall be as prescribed.

Broadcasting and distribution fee: If a broadcasting institution

intends to distribute and operate any Programneefeés to be paid
to Government of Nepal or the prescribed orgaromasind the fees
to be collected from the persons or bodies usirup $erogramme

shall be as prescribed.

®  Revived by the Provisions of Some Nepal Acts Ralvict, 2063
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11. Production and broadcasting of Programmes: While

producing and broadcasting any Programme, a bretdga

institution has to give priority to the followingatters:-

(a)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

Development-oriented Programmes such as digreu
education, industry, commerce, science and techgplo
health, family planning and forest and environment
protection,

Such kinds of Programmes as to enhance eguafititual
good faith and harmony amongst all the tribes, laggs,

classes, areas and religious denominations,

Programmes that contribute to the upliftmeriit various

languages and cultures of Nepal,

Programmes on such subjects as may enhanceatienal

interest and national unity,

Programmes on such subjects as may raise nahtio

consciousness and moral awareness,

Such kinds of Programmes as to raise sociakciousness
and develop democratic values, norms and cultureéhdn

people,

Programmes on such subjects as may not cadgerse
impact on the relations between Nepal and neighbgur

countries as well as friendly countries,

Programmes relating to the foreign policy peid by the

country,

Programmes promoting folk songs and folk crgsy
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12.

13.

14.

15.

(), Important activities happening or taking plaatethe national

and international level.

Participation of private sector in production and

broadcasting of Programme: In addition to the public sector, the

private sector may also be got invwolved so as tdkemany

Programmes fair, simple, efficient and effective.

Timemay be allocated to fore gn broadcasting institution or

communication media: If any foreign broadcasting institutions or

communication media intend to get any Programmadwuast by a
broadcasting institution, time may be allocatedbtoadcast any
educational (didactic), entertaining and informati?rogrammes,
based on the prescribed standards, without cauaimng adverse

impact on the national interest.

Time may be allocated to broadcast advertisement: If any

person intends to get any advertisement on pupl@fitany matter
broadcast to the general public, time may be atbxtafor
broadcasting that advertisement, by collecting phescribed fee

from such person, institution or body.

Provided that, the broadcasting of advertisement of
substances, such as smoking and liquors, causmg foathe public

health shall be discouraged.

Prohibition _on__broadcasting of advertisement: (1)

Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 14, one shall
broadcast, or cause to be broadcast, any adveeigemf the

following matters:-

" Revived by the Provisions of Some Nepal Acts Ralvict, 2063
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16.

(&) Matters adversely affecting political parties,

(b)  Materials of vulgar type,

(c) Materials with object to oust the elected

government by using violent force;

(d)  Matters of such a nature as to create unusual

fear and terror in the general public,

(e) Matters contrary to the non-aligned foreign

policy of Nepal,

()] Materials misinterpreting disregarding,
insulting and devaluing any tribe, language,

religion and culture.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in Sub-sa@tt{1),
nothing contained in this Section shall be deemedptevent
Government of Nepal, in consultation with the Eiact
Commission, from allowing any political party tovgiinformation
about matters such as manifesto, Programme orsgiplyy of such

party, at the time of election.

Functions, duties and powers of broadcaster: The functions,

duties and powers of the broadcaster shall bellasvia-

(@) To have necessary inquiry as to the truthhefibformation,
news, articles or Programmes received by him anddwast,

or cause to broadcast, them at the specified time,

(b)  To edit and broadcast, or cause to be edielbeoadcast, the

news by being politically neutral,
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(c) Not to broadcast, nor cause to be broadcast &inds of
Programmes as may undermine public security, manall

social decency,

(d)  Not to broadcast, nor cause to be broadcast, matters

recklessly or negligently,

(e) Even if broadcasting is to be made about amtroversial
matter, to broadcast it by analyzing it from akwpoints to

the extent possible, and without twisting the stdtaffairs,
()] Not to collect and broadcast false and illeshews,

(g0 To carry out such other functions as specifieg the

broadcasting institution.

17. Penalties: (1) If any person broadcasts, or causes to badoast,
any Programme without obtaining the license of Oopaating
institution pursuant to Section 6 or without obtagn permission
pursuant to Section 9, such person shall be pushigheorder of the

prescribed authority?with a fine of a sum equal to the license and

permission letter fee and the charge as referrad 8ection 10, by

recovering such fee and charger with imprisonment up to One

year or with both punishments.

(2) If any person broadcasts, or causes to brogdeay
Programme in contravention of this Act or the Ruleamed
hereunder or commits, or causes to be committeg, aot in
contravention of this Act or the Rules framed hedar, the
prescribed authority may punish such broadcastingtitution,

broadcaster or other related person witine up to Ten thousand

& Amended by Communication Related Some Nepal Actegidment) Act, 2057
®  Revived by the Provisions of Some Nepal Acts Ralvict, 2063
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

rupees or with imprisonment up to One year or with both

punishments.

Appeal: Any person who is not satisfied with any orderdeaor
penalties imposed by Government of Nepal or thesgoibed
authority may file an appeal to the concerned CotiAppeal within

Thirty-five days.

Security of broadcasting inditution: If Government of Nepal

deems that there is a likelihood of any kind ofslos damage to a
broadcasting institution because of a riot or unriésnay arrange
for security by sending security force to that pléeor such period as

it may think necessary.

Delegation of powers: Government of Nepal may delegate any or

all of the powers conferred on it by this Act toyauthority or body.

Powers to _frame Rules: Government of Nepal may frame

necessary Rules in order to implement the objestfehis Act.

Prevalence of prevailing law: The matters contained in this Act

shall be governed by this Act, and the other msttehall be

governed by the prevailing law.

Saving: Notwithstanding anything contained elsewherehis Act,

a body corporate fully or partly owned by Governmeh Nepal

established prior to the commencement of this Aetldbe deemed
to have obtained the license of broadcasting utghit under this
Act.
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